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The first edition of this affordable book was published in
2001. This second edition includes colour illustrations and
complements The Cambridge Illustrated History of Medi-
cine, written by Roy Porter. Professor Ellis is the ideal
person to write this book as, at the age of 83, he has
personally witnessed the development of modern surgery
and was trained by a number of famous surgeons. As an
example of his links with the past, he was examined for his
Master of Surgery Thesis by Joseph Trueta. Joseph Trueta,
Professor of Surgery at Barcelona, developed the technique
of wound excision and immobilisation in plaster as during
the Spanish civil war and escaped to England to become
Professor of Orthopaedic Surgery at Oxford. Harold Ellis is
also famous in his own right as a surgeon-anatomist and has
written many books on clinical anatomy.
The book gives a good overview of the story of surgery
from prehistory to the modern day. Chapters on surgery in
Mesopotamia, Egypt, China, India, Greece and Rome are
followed by chapters on the dark ages and the renaissance,
the age of the surgeon-anatomist, the advent of anaes-
thesia and antisepsis, and the birth of modern surgery. The
subsequent chapters focus on various specialties including
the surgery of warfare, cardiovascular surgery and trans-
plantation. The last chapter on the present day and the
future is rather weak and is clearly not Harold Ellis’s main
interest.doi:10.1016/j.ejvs.2009.04.001The chapter on cardiovascular surgery includes only
8 pages on arterial surgery andnone on venous surgery. There
are good illustrations of the first repair of a saccular aneu-
rysm by Rudolph Matas from New Orleans in 1888 and
peripheral arterial repair by by John B Murphy from Chicago
in 1897. Harold Ellis then describes how the pendulum of
advance moved to Europe with the first interposition vein
grafts by James Pringle from Glasgow in 1912, the develop-
ment of arteriography by Antonio Moniz and Reynaldo dos
Santos fromLisbon in the 1920s, thefirst reversed vein bypass
graft by Jean Kunlin from Paris in 1948 and the first recon-
structionof anabdominal aortic aneurysmbyCharlesDubost,
also from Paris, in 1951. However, there is no mention of the
first carotid endarterectomybyFelix Eastcott fromLondonor
the advances in thoracic aortic surgery by Michael DeBakey,
Denton Cooley and Stanley Crawford. There is one paragraph
on endovascular surgery with a brief mention of Andreas
Gruntzig but no mention of the development of stents by
Julio Palmaz or stent grafts by Juan Parodi and others.
In summary, this is an informative and concise review of
the history of surgery and is the best book available in its
price range. Readers who require a more comprehensive
review of vascular surgery should consider A History of
Vascular Surgery 2nd Edition, by Stephen Friedman, pub-
lished by Blackwell Futura in 1989.
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